Quarry Mount Primary School
Half Termly Parent/Carer Information Sheet.

Teachers: Miss Webster

Miss Wisher (Friday afternoon)
Date: April 2026 TAs: Miss Williamson & Mrs Shahwar
Our Topic is ‘Nature Detectives' - we will be linking learning to this topic.

Year Group: Reception

Specific Areas

Literacy
To read together a variety of nursery rhymes.

Read stories including; The Very Hungry
Caterpillar and Jasper's Beanstalk.

Children will write short sentences with words
with known sound-letter correspondences using
a capital letter and full stop.

Phonics

At Quarry Mount, we follow 'Floppy's Phonics'.
We will be continuing on Level 3 and learning
the sounds:

ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, er, ue

We will also begin to read and spell these
helpful words: the, to, I, no, go, into, he, she,
we, me, be, was, you

Maths

We will be continuing to follow the Mastery
Approach in maths. We will be learning about
the numbers 11-20- recognising and counting to
20. We will be focusing on number bonds to 10
as well as simple addition and subtraction using
equipment. We will cover one more and one
less, and learn to represent the number on a
ten frame and also using Numicon. We will also
focus on recapping 2D shapes and investigating
some 3 D shapes such as sphere, cylinder, cube,
cuboid and cone. Try looking at everday objects
at home to find these shapes.
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Expressive Arts & Design

This term, we will focus on playing co-operatively as
part of a group to develop and act out a narrative or
story, linked to stories in our Literacy lessons.

We will make links to our interests to make and
create models, paintings and stories linked to our
topic. We will create life cycles of a butterfly,
make ‘cocoons’ with string/wool, create
observational drawings of different plants and
flowers, print with different vegetables and make
symmetrical butterfly patterns. We will also study
the work of Vincent Van Gough 'sunflowers’ and the
sculptures of Andy Goldsworthy.

We will also continue music lessons on a Wednesday
morning. We will practicing listening attentively,
moving to and talking about music and expressing
our feelings and responses.

Understanding of the World

Our topic this half term is 'Nature Detectives'’
and things that grow.

We will be using this topic to make detailed
observations of the world around us. We will
explore and talk about the natural world using
what we know from stories/ non-fiction books.

Through this topic we will also begin to learn
about different life cycles. We will have the
opportunity to observe a number of different
life cycles in class such as how caterpillars
change into butterflies.




Prime Areas

Communication & language

We will be focusing on:
Understanding how to listen
carefully and why listening is
important.

Being able to ask questions that
link to a topic or theme of
conversation

Extending on our vocabulary by
exploring the meaning and
sounds of new words.

Using new vocabulary from the
stories we read during role play
activities.

Personal, Social & Emotional
Development

Continue to understand school
rules and boundaries.

Learn how to look after ourselves
and develop healthy hygiene
habits.

Taking turns/sharing.

Working independently

Taking part in circle fimes.
Encourage good manners and using
words such as "please, thank you,
good morning and more"
Demonstrate friendly behaviour,
turn taking, initiating
conversations and forming good
relationships with peers and
familiar adults.

Physical Development

PE days are on Fridays.

P.E. Kit - a white or blue t shirt
and blue or black
Joggers/leggings. Black pumps or
sensible trainers with velcro
fastenings.

We are continuing to develop good
hand-eye co-ordination through
throwing and catching different
objects.

We are also trying to build up body
strength through climbing, pulling
and pushing larger objects. Visiting
the park is a great way to help your
child at homel!

Increasing independence is another
skill we are continuing to develop-
let children dress and undress
themselves and help with jobs
around the home.

We will also develop fine motor
skills through play activities such
as playdough. We will try to hold
our pencil between our first fwo
fingers and thumb and use it with
good control. This is the dynamic
tripod pencil grip:
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Please help your child at home by:
Practise reading any sounds and words sent home. Count objects to 10, recognise numbers to 10. Practise writing
their name and simple words/phrases and sentences. Share story books.

Reading books will be sent home during this half term. Books will be changed on Mondays.

Support your child in dressing and undressing themselves on a night and/or for school on a morning.

Special Dates this half term;

Mon 4™ May - Bank Holiday (school closed on this day)
Friday 22™ May - school breaks up for half term

Mon 15" June - school opens







