Year Group: Reception

Date: January 2026

Quarry Mount Primary School
Half Termly Parent/Carer Information Sheet.

Teachers: Miss Webster

Miss Wisher (Friday afternoon)

TAs: Miss Williamson & Mrs Shahwar

Our Topic is Winter/Seasons - we will be linking learning to this topic.

Specific Areas

Literacy
To read together a variety of nursery rhymes.

Read stories including; We're going on a Bear
Hunt, Emperor's Egg, Penguin and A Stroll
through the Seasons.

Children will write short sentences with words
with known sound-letter correspondences using
a capital letter and full stop.

Phonics

At Quarry Mount, we follow 'Floppy's Phonics'.
We will be starting Level 2 and learning the
sounds:

Jj. V. W, X,Y, z, 2z, qu, ch, sh, th,
ng

We will also begin to read and spell these
helpful words:
the, to, I, no, go, into, he, she

Maths

We will be following the Mastery Approach in
maths.

We will be looking in depth at each number 6-8.
For each number we learn to; identify groups of
objects, learn about the numbers inside a
number e.g. a 6 is made of 3 and 3 or 4 and 2.
We will cover one more and one less, shapes
that link o each number (hexagons have 6
sides) and finally to learn fo represent the
number on a ten frame and also using Numicon.
We use all of these skills in relation to problem
solving so the children may be given the
problem in the style of a story and need fo use
their resources to calculate the answer.

We will also focus on shape, space and
measuring by exploring height, length, mass and
capacity.

Expressive Arts & Design

This term, we will focus on playing co-
operatively as part of a group to develop and
act out a narrative.

We will make links fo our interests o make and
create models, paintings and stories linked to
our topic. We will work on developing and
planning our ideas.

We will also continue music lessons on a
Wednesday morning. We will be practicing
listening attentively, moving to and talking
about music and expressing our feelings and
responses. We will play a variety of percussion
instruments.

Understanding of the World

Our topic this half term is Winter/Seasons. We will
be using this topic o make detailed observations of
the world around us. We will explore and talk about
the natural world using what we know from stories/
non-fiction books. We will explore changes such as
melting and freezing.

Through this topic we will also begin to draw
information from simple maps. For example, finding
out where certain animals live on our planet and
learning about the climate they live in.




Prime Areas

Communication & language

We will be focusing on:
Understanding how to listen
carefully and why listening is
important.

Being able to ask questions that
link to a topic or theme of
conversation

Extending on our vocabulary by
exploring the meaning and
sounds of new words.

Personal, Social & Emotional
Development

Continue to understand school
rules and boundaries.

Learn how to look after
themselves and develop healthy
hygiene habits.

Taking turns/sharing

Working independently

Taking part in circle times.

We will encourage the children to
use good manners and using words
such as "please, thank you, good
morning and more".

Demonstrate friendly behaviour,
initiating conversations and
forming good relationships with
peers and familiar adults.

Physical Development

PE days are on Fridays.

Please could you send your child to
school wearing their PE kit.

P.E. Kit - a white or blue 1 shirt and
blue or black joggers/leggings.

In PE we will be doing ‘throwing and
catching'. We will be learning skills
such as, gaining increasing control
over an object, pushing, patting,
throwing, catching, or kicking it.
Children will be learning how to
catch a ball. We will then be
developing our skills to move freely
and with pleasure and confidence in
a range of ways such as slithering,
shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking,
running, jumping, skipping, sliding,
and hopping.

Please help your child at home by:
Practise reading any sounds and words sent home. Count objects to 10+, recognise numbers to 10,
practising number bonds up to 5. Practise writing their name and simple words. Share story books.

Reading books/word cards will be sent home during this half term. Read home reading books with your
child and discuss the events of the book with them. This half term, reading books will be changed on

Mondays.

Special Dates this half term;

Thursday 5™ February - Coffee afternoon/bake sale
Thursday 12™ February - Last day of school

Friday 13™ February - Training Day

Monday 23™ February - Back to school.







